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Protect bidi industry

Demand bidi workers

Kushtia Bidi Sramik Sangram Parishad has staged a demonstration calling for protecting the bidi
industry from the aggression of multinational companies and to reduce tariffs on bidis in the next
budget, says a press release.

About 1,000 workers participated in the demonstration held in front of Kushtia Public Library
around 11:00 am on Sunday to press home their demand.

After the demonstration, the leaders of the organisation submitted a memorandum to the
chairman of the National Board of Revenue through the Kushtia chamber of commerce.

Nazim Uddin, vice-president of Bangladesh Bidi Sramik Federation, presided over the
demonstration while M Azgar Ali, general secretary of Kushtia District Awami League, attended
it as the chief guest.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade-market/protect-bidi-industry-1647882459
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Bidi workers demand withdrawal of advance tax in Khulna

A human chain was formed on Wednesday in Khulna demanding withdrawal of ten percent
advance income tax imposed on bidis. -AA

Khulna District Bidi Sramik Sangram Parishad on Wednesday formed a human chain demanding
withdrawal of ten percent advance income tax imposed on bidis.

Thousands of bidi workers attended the human chain in front of Khulna Chamber of Commerce
around 11:00am demanding to press home their five-point charter of demand.

Their five-point demands are- taking steps not to issue license on the bidi factory, stopping fake
bidi companies, launching a law to protect the workers and owners engaged in the bidi industry.
Addressing the human chain, speakers said that the livelihood of the helpless, extremely poor,
physically handicapped, widows and many other families of the society depends on the bidi
industry.

The country's founding president Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared bidi industry
from duty free considering the common people and helpless workers of this country.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, in her budget speech for the fiscal year 2009-2010, directed to
reduce the duty on bidis and increase the duty on cigarettes. But the British American Tobacco
Company used some of the country's most corrupt bureaucrats to impose exorbitant taxes on
bidis, they claimed.

Following the matter, bidi owners were being forced to close their factories as they could not
bear the tax burden. They strongly condemned and protested against this conspiracy. The
workers, at the same time, demanded the introduction of social security schemes for the welfare
of bidi owners and workers in neighboring countries like India, they added. Bidi workers leaders
Abdur Rahman, Nazim Uddin, Harik Hossain, Abdul Gafur, Anowar Hossain, Abdus Salam
Munsi and others spoke on the occasion.

https://dailyasianage.com/news/282793/bidi-workers-demand-withdrawal-of-advance-tax-in-khulna
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https://barta24.com/details/economics/153851/human-chain-of-bidi-workers-in-barisal-demanding-
reduction-of-bidi-tariff
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