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Mass Media on Tobacco Control: Recent Trends

Because of the stringent anti-tobacco stands, recently two of the
multinational tobacco giants had 1o stop their concerts in the capital,
organized with the aim to introducc their newer cigarette brands
among the university students. For the inflexible monitoring of media
activists, particularly the Anti Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA)
members, the post budget meeting of the National Board of Revenue
(NBR) with the tobacco companies resulted into a pointless attempt.
Actually the mass media stand against the tobacco i3 not of
assumption any more in Bangladesh. The agpressive marketing
strategics, law violation, interferences into tobacco farming
expansion and even the protest events against such activities from the
farmers’ level to the policymakers are sincerely covered on media.

The media monitoring data analysis of PROGGA represents that
during the time span of last cight months (May — December, 2014)
there were 4488 media pieces on different tobacco control issues. The
number before this quarter, in the previous eight montbs (from
September, 2013 — April, 2014), was 2901, and clearly points that the
news on tobacco related issues has increased by 55 per cent. On the
other side, issue related analysis shows that tobacco taxalion received
the highest exposure on media with 1047 pieces which is nine times
more than the last quarter. The relentless efforts of mass media have
played important roles iu
imposing a one per cent {1%)
surcharge on all tobacco
products, taxation on bidi and
cigarettes and raising the
Supplementary Duty (SD) 10 60
per cent which was 30 per cent
before. Smoking at public places
causes severe damage (o
countless women and children
which have also been noticed by
the media. There were 658 media pieces over smoking by violating
the amended tobacco control law ip this penod. Besides, there were
243 media pieces over tobacco advertisement promotion and
sponsorship which is nearly two and half times more than the earlier
phase. After the passing of the amended tobacco control act, the
tobacco companies have turned morc aggressive than ever before to
sustain their current business and future potentials. They are using
different innovative techniques 10 breach the law and market their
products (1). But the mass media is keeping a sharp eye over them
too. It is exposing numerous illegal activitics undertaken by the
tobacco companies, Moreover, a subsiantial number of reports have
been published on media over the aggressive activities of the tobacco
companies regarding nationwide tobacco farming expansion. Though
the tobacco control act has been amended in Apri of 2013 to meet
the growing needs, 2 few of the highly important Sections could not
be enforced properly yet for the want of Rules. The Rules finalization
process began abowt one and half years back but still is on the oven
for the negative interferences of the tobacco compauies. The Rules
finalization issue has received a considerable amount of media
atiention. There are 270 media pieces over the tobacco control law
issuc in the past quarter and a large portion of the pjeces are centered
on the tobacco control rules finalization passage. The trend on maass
media is not only quantitative rather qualitative 100. In the past eight
months, there were a total of 28 Editorials and the pumber was only
11 before the past quarter. Although tobacco control issues achieved a
trivial attention on tclevision reports for countrywide political
mslability and turmoil in the past quarter {only 92 from September,
2013 to April, 2014), it stood in 281 in this recent quarter.

Mass media is a proved and effective tool for tobacco control in
Bangladesh. Rules without tobacco company intrusion, effective
enforcement of the tobacco control act and a tobacco farming control
policy with the directives of preventing tobacco company aggression
1D lobacco farming is a timely demand now. Only the mass media can
help 1o get the best result over the issue with the shoriest possible time.
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Bangladesh among top Smokeless
tohacco-using nations

Nurul Islam Hasib Bangladesh is among the top
smokeless tobacco-using nations in the world, a npew
global report has said. The report produces sufficient
evidence to conclude that smokeless tobacco, like
smoking, causes cancer and serious health harms. It also
points out that the smokeless tobacco use remains an
“overlooked” public health menace in the world. The US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
National Cancer Institute have jointly produced the report
that also highlights the need for policymakers, researchers
and health advocates to better understand and address the
burden.

Culturally accepted

According to the report, 28 million people use smokeless
tobacco in Bangladesh, the second highest number of
users in the world after India. Bul percentage wise,
Bangladesh was third after Myanmar and India. These
three countries are jointly home to more than 85 percent
of the 300 million smokeless tobacco users in 70
countries. More than 27 percent adults aged above 15
years consume smokeless tobacco in Bangladesh white it
is 26 percent in India and nearly 30 percent in Myanmar.

The report did not surprise Bangladesh’s anti-tobacco
campaigners as people generally do vot believe that the
commonly used Zarda, Gul, Sada Pata and different forms
of smokeless products are actually tobacco. “It’s culturally
accepted,” Taifur Rahman, Bangladesh director of the
US-based Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK), told

bdnews24.com
 Dec 172014

bdnews24.com. He said smokeless tobacco had been
identified as tobacco only last year when the 2005 tobacco
control law was amended. The amended law is yet to be
put into practice.

Diversity of products

The report says smokeless tobacco use is the predominant
form of tobacco used by women in Bangladesh, exceeding
cigarette smoking by almost 20 times. In India and
Myanmar, smokeless tobacco use exceeds cigarette
smoking among adults. The report tdentifies
understanding smokeless tobacco use as one of the
challenges due to diversity of products and how they are
used around the world.

Smokeless tobacco includes products that are chewed,
sucked, dipped, beld in the mouth, or inhaled. Many
products are combined with other non-tobacco ingredients
such as nuts, mushrooms and a wide variety of
flavourings. The report also says that faced with
increasing regulation on cigarettes, tobacco companies are
creating “appealing flavouss of smokeless tobacco, such
as mint and fruit that could attract children”.

Head of Dhaka Ahsania Mission’s tobacco, drug & HIV
prevention programme Igbal Masud told bdnews24.com
smokeless tobacco products also varied with the culture
and region. “Some people use dust of tobacco leaf, some
consume raw tobacco leaf just drying it in the sun. Gui,
Zarda, Sada Pata are very common in Bangladesh.” He
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Smokeless tobacco
causes addiction, cancer

of the oral cavity,
esophagus, and pancreas,
and reproductive and
developmental effects
such as stillbirth, preterm
birth, and low
birth-weight. Some types
of smokeless tobacco are
linked with heart disease,
diabetes and stroke. The
report also identifies more
than 30 carcinogens in
smokeless tobacco
products.

said people in hitly areas consumed a kind of tobacco
using ‘hookah’. “People can make their tobacco on their
own and it depends on the way they want to consume,”
Masud added.

Strong scientific evidence of health bazards

As many as 32 leading experts around the world have
contributed to the report titled ‘Smokeless Tobacco and
Public Health: A Global Perspective’. “This is the first
complete report on smokeless tobacco that also presented
scientific evidence of its health hazards,” the CTFK
director Rahman said. According to the report, smokeless
tobacco causes addiction, cancer of the oral cavity,
esophagus, and pancreas, and reproductive and
developmental effects such as stillbirth, preterm birth, and
low birth-weight. Some types of smokeless tobacco are
linked with heart disease, diabetes and stroke. The report
also identifies more than 30 carcinogens in smokeless
tobacco products. They also cause adverse oral health
outcomes including oral mucosal lesions, leukoplakia, and
periodontal diseases.

Prof Sohel Reza Choudhury of the National Heart
Foundation Hospital & Research Institute’s Department of
Epidemiology and Research said oral cancer was one of
the leading cancers in Bangladesh. “It has strong link with
smokeless tobacco chewing,” he told bdnews24.com,
addiog that the heart foundation in its own research found
strong link between Gul and heart diseases. “Basically
people do not think that smokeless tobacco can harm
them. So they even use this in family gatherings,” be said.
He said this report reminded tbem that effons to address
the fatal consequences of tobacco use must include
smokeless tobacco.
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Farmers seek govt help to produce
alternative crops to tobacco

FE Report Farmers have urged the govermment to
support them producing crops alternative to tobacco
farming, formulate and implement policies for thwarting
tobacco cultivation. They made these demands at a press
conference on "Voice of Victims: Non-profitabie Tobacco
Farming, Allurement to Harmful Profit" Wednesday at the
National Press Club. The Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance
(ATMA) has taken the initiative to support the framers to
place the demands.

There is no governmental policy available to control
tobacco farming in the country, said participants at the
event. They claimed that tobacco companies are
aggressively deploying the marginal and helpless farmers
into tobacco farming on croplands. The farmers also
prefer tobacco cultivation orn the farmlands for a
temporary profit. Tobacco companies are gradually
grabbing the food and other crop producing lands. By
manipulation, tobacco companies are making profit for
years using the government's subsidised fertilizers and
irrigation facilities worth billions.

Agitated farmers have started protest demandiog an end to
hostile actiops undertaken by the tobacco companies and
to receive gov ernmental assistance in producing food and
other cash-crops instead of tobacco cultivation on the crop
lands. On the eve of the current tobacco farming season,
troubled tobacco farmers have staged demonstration, held
rallies and formed buman chain in tobacco company
dominant areas in the country including Kushtia,
Bandarban and Lalmonirhat in favour of substitute crops
against tobacco. ATMA also feels the importance to stage
such protests nationally to reach the policymakers and
relevant stakeholders in tobacco control activities ip
Bangladesh. Mohammad Abdul Bari (Kushtia), Abdus
Salam (Baodarban) and Alam Badshah (Lalmonirbat)
spoke at the event on behalf of the agitated farmers of the
tobacco cultivation areas. They said that once they started
tobacco farming from the allurement and inspiration of the
tobacco companies, but they are producing other crops
now on their lands after realizing the damages caused by
tobacco farming.

Professorial Fellow of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) Dr M Asaduzzaman
participated as ao expert. Pointing out the
multi-dimensional damages caused by tobacco farmiog he
said, "Tobacco is destroying 1-2 per cent of the GDP
growth, therefore, the policymakers should realize the
necessity to formulate and implement policies for tobacco
farouing.”

F E‘Iinnncinl Ex?ren
Dec 122014

ATMA, at the press conference, placed demands including
inspiration and assistance from the government to the
farmers for alternatives to tobacco farming and
formulation and implementation of an effective tobacco
farming control policy with the provision to preveat
tobacco companies interference. The written statement
was delivered by Nadira Kiron, Co-Convener, ATMA.
Introductory remarks were made by Ruhul Amin Rushd,
Convener of ATMA. Among others, different tobacco
control platform officials were also present at the

programme.

doulot_akter@yahoo.com

On the eve of the current tobacco
farming season, troubled
tobacco farmers have staged
demonstration, held rallies and
formed human chain in tobacco
company dominant areas in the
country including Kushtia,
Bandarban and Laimonirhat in
favour of substitute crops
against tobacco.
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Anti-tobacco law in effect soon

MUHAMMAD YEASIN The amended ‘Smoking and
Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act’, introduced in
2013 by the government to curb smoking in public places,
is finally set to come into effect, as the law opunistry has
vetted the Act. The health ministcy had drafted the
Srooking and Use of Tobacco Product (Control) Rules in
November last year and immediately sent it to the law
ministry, requesting it to vet it legally. Afier vetting it, the
law ministry on Sunday sent it to the health ministry,
sources said. However, the law ministry suggested to the
health ministry to take the opinions of experts and the
authorities concerned before finalising the issue of
incorporating pictorial warnings on cigarette packets.

The healtb mipistry, in its draft Act, allowed the tobacco
industry to incorporate pictorial warnings on 50 per cent
of the area of the packets of the tobacco products within
nine months from the date of issuing the gazette
notification of the Act. The law minjstry had earlier asked
the health ministry to allow the tobacco industry to
incorporate pictorial warnings on their products within 18
months from the date of finalisation of the proposed
Rules. However, on Sunday, the law ministry left the issue
to the health ministry, saying the issue would be finalised
by the health ministry after taking the opinions of experts
and the authorities concerned, sources said. A senior
health ministry official told The Independent yesterday, on
condition of anonymity, that the law ministry’s legal
vetting has paved the way for implementing the tobacco
controt Act across the country. Now, the health ministry
would call a meeting to finalise the Act in accordance with
the law ministry’s suggestions, he said. "After all
necessary formalities are completed, we will send 1t to the
law ministry for issuing the relevant circular in this
connection. Following the completion of formalities,
which may take a few days, all legal barriers to properly
implementing the Act would be removed,” he noted.

Since Bangladesh signed the Framework Convention op
Tobacco Control (FCTC) jn 2003, the country is bound to
check the use of tobacco products to rpinimise health
hazards. Dr Syed Mahfuzul Hugq, a World Health
Organisation (WHO) official in Bangladesh, said the
government agencies concerned (the health ministry)
would now immediately frame the rules for implementing
the law. After the miles are framed — which would mainly
describe the use of the pictorial warnings on the packets of
the tobacco products, designated public areas and the role
and duty of the caretakers of the public places — the

theindependent
Nov 18 2014

authonties concerned would be bound to abide by the law,
Huq added. Earlier, the legislative and parliamentary
affairs secretary held a meeting with representatives of the
tobacco companies at his office on March 12. At the
meeting, they allegedly tried to influence the ministry to
change some provisions in the rules in favour of the
companies. The companies, however, could not achieve
any result because of the sustained and strong movement
by the Anti-Tobacco Alliances.

According to the WHO, some 1.2 million people in
Bangladesh are affected by eight types of diseases as they
consume tobacco products. Every year, Bangladesh's
economy suffers losses valued at nearly Tk. 250 billion
because of the adverse impact of tobacco products on
buman health. As many as 57,000 people die in
Bapgladesh from the consumption of tobacco products
every year.

Earlier, the legisiative and
parliamentary affairs secretary held a
meeting with representatives of the
tobacco companies at his office on
March 12. At the meeting, they
allegedly tried to influence the
ministry to change some provisions in
the rules in favour of the companies.
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Tobacco Takes Over

TWhe Baily Star

May 30 2014

With little prospects of selling their food crops, more and
more farmers in Lalmonirhat are switching to growing
tobacco — a change that has significant negative effects on

health and food production

M Abul Kalam Azad and S Dilip Roy Whether you are
sitting at a tea stall or waltking through a village the
presence of tobacco is palpable. Tobacco stacks are piled
up in bouses, shops and even in filling stations. It is peak
time for harvesting and selling tobacco in Lalmonirhat.
Although tobacco culiivation began decades back, in
recent years it has boomed in this district, thanks to the
chronic poverty of farmers and successful motivation of
tobacco companies. In the past, for generations, farmers
produced paddy, wheat, vegetables and mustard. After
fulfilling family needs, they sold out the surplus products.
But rising production costs and low prices of the crops
have kept them poor and in constant bardsbip.

Companies like British American Tobacco, Dhaka
Tobacco, Abul Khayer, Akij, Nasir and Bengal took this as
an opportunity for brisk business. They have set up offices
and employed workers to lure farmers. There is no other
industry here which can generate employment. These
companies regularly go from village to village, train
farmers on tobacco cultivation, give them seeds and
interest-free loans for tobacco cultivation. It works well as
tobacca is now a major crop in the district. Farmers
predict the highest tobacco cuitivation tbis year io
Lalmonirhat. As estimated, tobacco is cultivated on about
50,000 hectares of land. However, the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE) figure does not match with
this. It claimed tobacco was cultivated on 26,500 hectares
of land this year which was 10,250 hectares last year.
Locals alleged that DAE, being influenced by the tobacco
companies, manipulates the figure.

Manowar Hossaun, a farmer at Baninagar village of
Kaliganj upazila says he pever cultivated tobacco in the
past but this year he was encouraged to cultivate it on bis
three acres of land where he used to grow paddy. Like
him, Nazar Ali, Moslem Uddin, Sabur Miab and many
others cultivated tobacco in their paddy grown lands for
the first time this year. About five thousand farmers in the

Tobocco hos been taken aver the fields thot once grew food crops

district have enlisted their names as tobacco growers this
year, says Kakina Union Ekota Farmers' Samity president
Taher Ali. Farmers at different villages say tobacco brings
windfall profits for them, which gives them the incentive
to cultivate it instead of other crops such &s paddy. The
tobacco companies, moreover, provide them with seeds,
fertiliser and all other inputs and techmical support to
cultivate it. Farmers add that they never have problems
selling their crops as the tobacco companies purchase
these from their doorstep. Ashraf Ali, a tobacco grower,
for the last twenty years at Saptibari village at Aditmari
upazila[J informs that many farmers started cultivating
tobacco with the hope of earning windfall profits. “We the
tobacco growers always get input and technical support
from the tobacco companies, and tobacco brings solvency
in the area,” he says.

Growing tobacco however, requires the use of pesticides
to keep the crops imsect-free. Tobacco growers Neyanat
Ali, Hakim Mia, and others at Tiktikir Bazar village in
Lalmonirhat sadar explain that huge amounts of pesticides
used for killing pests in the tobacco fields is a great threat
to the health of growers and their families. “Sometime we
take away empty bottles of pesticide for the home using
them for keeping cooking oil because we are not aware of
the dangers” says Neyamat, adding that many children
have fallen sick because of indiscriminate use of pesticide
in the tobacco fields. Xhabir Uddin, sub-assistant
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Farmers never have problems selling tobacco.

agriculture officer at Aditmari upazila says that a larger
amount of pesticides arec used in the tobacco fields
compared to other crops.

Nur Islam of Sharpukur village in Aditmari Upazial
cultivated tobacco on two acres of land this year on which
he once cultivated paddy. “We get all kinds of support
from the companies. They also assure us of buying our
product,” he says. He opines that farmers will reduce
tobacco cultivation if the government provides them with
the kind of support provided by tobacco companijes.
Mofizul, Shairful and mapy others echo the same view.
DAE Deputy Director Safayet Hossain, thinks the matter
is more grave. He predicts a disastrous impact on food
production if the cultivation of tobacco keeps increasing
and substituting food crop cultivation. Immediate
government intervention is needed he believes. “We tried
to discourage farmers, highlighting health and
environmental hazards of tobacco, but it did not work due
to the companies' encouragement,” he says, adding that
the fertility of soil is also threatened as tobacco destroys
its nutnients.

The health hazards and environment pollution are also
becoming apparent. But farmers have littte or no idea
about the haroful impacts of tobacco on their bealth, land

and eoviroomeunt. “Skin diseases and breathing problems
are upusually high amoog people,” says Dr Nabiur
Rahman, Residential Medical Officer RMO in
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital. He says the number of
asthma and tuberculosis patients is riging steadily in
hospitals and clinics. He fears a devastating effect on the
district’s public health in the district.

Tobacco production has been so high that the poor farmers
have started using it as an alternative to money. Now they
can get various items just by giving tobacco leaves, not
money. A man selling ice cream at Devpara village in
Aditmari upazila op a bicycle, says many people give
tobacco instead of mouney to buy ice cream. “I take it, as
tobacco has a good price in the market.” The government
enacted a new law last year to check the proliferation of
tobacco production, use of cigarette and other tobacco
products. However, the ground reality is that both
production of tobacco and use are on the rise. Bangladesh
is among the five most affected countries by tobacco in
the world. On an average, 165 people die everyday due to
tobacco consumption.

M Abul Kalam A=zad is a senior reporter and S Dilip Roy is
Lalmonirhat correspondent of The Daily Star.
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Rajshahi markets flooded with illegal Le5y
mrﬂigll cigareﬂes

Dr Aynal Haque, RAJSHAHI Local markets are now
flooded with various illegal foreign cigarettes posing a
serious threat to the public health. Selling and
consumption of the unauthorized cigarettes have been
enhanced manifold in the border belt city promptly
creating a grave concem among the cobscious circle
relating to the massive drug addiction.

The brands namely black, black more, prine-prime, Esse,
Esse-Lirths, Esseex, mode, Mood, Oris and Strawberry
are being sold randomly in the markets. In addition
frequent display of various advertisements for the illegal
products in all the outlets and selling points are taking
place to attract the consumers especially the young
generation.

The existing tobacco control Jaw has totally banped
selling, distribution and marketing of tobacco and its
products to the under 18 children. But the school and
college-going children are the main purchasers of the
branded cigarettes. Both packets and sticks of those are
attractive and lucrative in colour and flavour. These
foreign products contrihute a fot to creating new smokers
and encouraging the women towards smoking. Cigarette
consumption is widely blamed as entrance of drug
addiction. Sekendar Ali, general secretary of Shaheb
Bazar Traders Association, told BSS that the cigarettes are
maialy coming from Korea, China and Indonesia through
different tilegal sea routes. Interestingly, there was no
name of producing country on the packets.

Some of the brands have strawberry and grape flavour, by
which, the consumers are being cheated frequently. The
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growing age children are becoming habituated to smoking
as a result of the malpractices. Many of the shop owners
sell cigarettes with grocery and other essential food items
simultaneously without any hesitation but the practice is
detrimental to the public health, said Dr Mahbubur
Raluwan Khan, Associate Professor of Medicine of
Rajshahi Medical College and Hospital.

Abu Bakker Ali, president of Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said the business of illegal
cigarettes is escalating gradually due to lack of law
enforcement as the traders are more interested to sell the
unauthorized cigarettes for more profit. He expressed
grave concern over gross violation of tobacco control law
in the region and urged the authorities concerned to take
punitive measures to resist the violation. Bakker Ali said
tobacco products advertisernents through packet display at
all selling points and unabated marketing of foreign
branded illegal cigarettes are taking place everywhere
violating the law. He also mentioned that selling of
tobacco products especially cigarettes to the
schoolchildren and smoking in public places and
transports are taking place haphazardly. The chamber
leader said the tobacco control law was enacted in May,
2013, but its enforcement hasn't become visible as yet. For
this reason, violation of the law is taking place randomly.

Sarder Tamiz Uddin, additional commissioner of Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police, put high emphasis on more
ipvestipative media reports on hazardous impacts of
smoking in public places and using tobacco products.
“Cigarette consumption must he resiricted to a greater
extent for the sake of building a drug addiction-free
society,” he said.
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